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Introduction: Learn Japanese Visually

Learning Japanese can seem a tall order, with so many unfamiliar
words! Luckily, there are great resources to learn from, including
WaniKani, DuoLingo and Genki. These resources help you learn using
various approaches, such as audial and kinaesthetic techniques (e.g.
games).

Kuma Learn offers you a visual approach to learning Japanese
vocabulary. Some words lend themselves well to visual presentation and
that’s why we’ve made you a picture dictionary for Japanese: Kumadex.

We looked at frequently occurring words [*] to select 25 JLPT-N2 words
in this mini-eBook. They’re only a fraction of all the words in the
Japanese language but I hope it serves as a useful guide. If you like this
eBook, do sign up to the newsletter! www.kumalearn.com/newsletter.

* See Acknowledgements: Centre for Translation Studies, Leeds University.
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How to read this eBook

Image

Photograph to help you learn the Japanese word.

Label

Some words are bonus words. Free extra words! We call this
P EF (0-ma-ke): bonus or freebie.

¥ kuma \
Word

L Common }l Noun (common)

1. bear (any mammal of family UrSidae)

FaS
bl

The Japanese word, in kanji with one reading in furigana
(hiragana to help you read kanji). The reading is also written in
romaji, or romanised Japanese, for convenience.

Only one reading is shown. Some words have multiple readings

but we focus on the common reading to make it easier for you
to learn.

Tags

Meanings . L
Words are labelled with parts of speech (noun, verb, adjective,

Some words have over ten meanings. But we've focused on the etc.), how common a reading is and where they appear

top three to five, so that it's easier for you to learn. (Genki, JLPT).
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Education

Education — 8 (kyou-iku) — is a big part of Japanese culture!
From an early age, many parents send their children to
extracurricular 2 (juku) classes. These classes are sometimes
extremely high in demand, as some have a very good track
record for getting students into good schools and universities.
lt's common for students who excel at school to use 2 as their
main education. Students study long hours to do well in their
ANZFiER (nyuu-gaku-shiken) entrance exams. This is especially
true when you're preparing for university entrance exams.
Some students go to a T (yobikou) exam prep school if
they feel they've fallen behind at school. There are of course
challenging aspects to education; for many, the pressure is
real, as a lot of expectations are placed on them. In this chapter,
you'll learn common words in education.

From school to university

* (RBE (ho-iku-en) means nursery

* M¥EE (you-chi-en)is kindergarten

* Primary school is called /NFRK (shou-gakkou)

e Middle school is 4% (chuu-gakkou)

=,‘-

e SFFM (koutou-gakkou) is high school

Kumadex, www.kumalearn.com — Version 3
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* K¢ (daigaku) is university <)‘
¢,

* R%P% (daigakuin) is graduate school '96\
Some of them are abbreviated often:
e SFFER is simply & (koukou)

There are different names for students:

WMMEE R (youchienji) is a pre-schooler

o /N\FH (shou-gaku-sei) means primary school student
e A4 (chuu-gaku-sei) is a middle schooler

* SW4 (koukou-sei) is a high school student

* KR4 (daigaku-sei) is a university student

o ZERE (juken-sei) is used to describe students studying for
entrance exams

You'll also hear these words being used occasionally:

e 'BE (ji-dou) for students in primary education. This means,

generally, /NFA.

* 41E (sei-to) for students in secondary education. Generally
this means 4 and SR But it can include /NFA.

* 24 (gaku-sei) usually means students in higher education.
So that's KA.

That's a lot of ways to name students!
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Education

People at school and uni

How do we describe some of the staff members?

o St (sen-sei) and AT (kyou-shi) both describe teacher
e & (kyou-in) means staff member

e BRI (en-chou-sensei) is the principal at a pre-school
o WERITH (kou-chou-sensei) is the principal of a school

o & (gaku-sha)is a researcher; BHl (kou-shi) is a lecturer
e H'E (kyou-kan) is an instructor or professor

Attending school

Here are some words around attending school:

=7 (tsuu-gaku) means commuting to school;
18D

(kayo-u) can be used too
B4R (tou-kou) means going to school

» £ (sai-gaku) describes enrolling at school

Kumadex, www.kumalearn.com — Version 3

When you attend school or university, there's

usually a fee. The fee is called 2 & (gaku-hi).
While at school or uni

o #5# (ben-kyou) means study;

S (nara-u) is to learn

vl

=
e B (ji-shuu) means self-teach
* T8RE (shuku-dai)is homework!
Names of places at school or uni
* IRE (kou-sha) describes the school building
* RJE (kou-tei) means school premises
e = (kyou-shitsu) is a classroom
e 3B (kou-dou)is a lecture hall
Timetables, subjects and classes
o 2HA (ga-kki) describes semester
o B5REAE| (ji-kan-wari) means timetable

o Rl (ga-kka) is often means department

* 3£ (gaku-gyou) describes classwork

e BlB (ka-moku) describes course or curriculum

o 24l (ga-kkyuu) means class (of students) or school grade

u Kuma Learn
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Vocab for education

£55%hA
Sh#EE youchien

[ Common
1. kindergarten

EXAMPLE

bl £352A tE

ETNB >0, IHDREOREL
J:o
| learned that when | was in

kindergarten.

Kumadex, www.kumalearn.com — Version 3

L&5H2C5

INE R shougakkou
[Common] [eni ch. 23 Jf Noun common)

1. primary school; elementary
school; grade school

EXAMPLE
&3 Li3HoT3 W

E.INERICT->TEBD?

Do you go to an elementary school?

5p5HhoT5

R 2 & chuugakkou
[Common [Noun (common)

1. junior high school; middle
school; lower secondary
school

EXAMPLE

ML Be3hoIZ5  FL

BEPZERICA- T,

He entered junior high school.

S5&5h0C5

SEZK koutougakkou

[ Common_ [ Noun (common)

1. senior high school; high school
EXAMPLE
BIBEFROEETIREBY T
o

He is not a high school student.
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JLPT-N2 Vocab

i

iE »

F Dfth sonohoka

z O I

Z D sonota
[ Common] [ Expr..

1. the rest; the others

[ Noun (common) Jf #-ad; |
EXAMPLE

Fh v HB1R ULDEA

%@M@A@B%:EDEﬁﬁﬁ
30T, CTTHERLET,
As others are asking the same
question, | will answer the question

here.

2. in addition (to that); besides
that; other than that; and
other ...

[ Adv. noun }l @-adj.
EXAMPLE

FH

ZDMICTES Z E>FRLD,
Are there things that can be done
other than that?

Kumadex, www.kumalearn.com — Version 3

Lb&5

=¥l shiryou
[ Common] (0-adi

1. materials; data; document

EXAMPLE
OB NEETEBHNESHE
HLLy,

It is questionable whether this data

can be relied on.

B H

£ L) nagai
[ Common Adi.]

1. long (distance)

EXAMPLE

3H 20 (=49

RULEREZES Y

The secret to running long distance

2.long (time); lengthy
EXAMPLE

aht HhAWwZs3LeS HFAZEN Auh

RUOAIFER ,y&*é‘c IREDFA]
N&H3.
The peace we have today is the

result of lengthy peace talks.

2 <
3 tsukuru

[ common J JLPT N1 ] JLPT N2 [ JLPT NB
Godan verb w/ % ending

1. to make; to produce; to
manufacture; to build; to
construct

EXAMPLE

et o<

WZEEZDEVRD?

Are you going to make a shelf?

2.to prepare (food); to brew
(alcohol)

3.to raise; to grow; to cultivate; to
train

EXAMPLE

F L& B EF

;@%Fﬁ’&ﬁi’éﬂié@(dﬁo T
LWTT D,
Can | use this area to raise

vegetables?
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JLPT-N2 Vocab

SPECIAL
DEAL

Limited time offer!

[Z21EWn el b A A (=49
5% hatsubai ¥REZ satsuei ZE hashi

[ Common [ Common [ Common (#-adj._ [ Common ULPT N5 I Genki Ch. 8)
1. foundation: basis [ Noun (common)
. '

1. sale; offering for sale; release 1. chopsticks

1. photography (still or motion); EXAMPLE

feuneo

(for sale); launch (product)

EXAMPLE

DY — Rk Fhy RS TR
S

T,
Concert tickets are on sale at this

office.

Kumadex, www.kumalearn.com — Version 3

photographing; filming;
shooting; (video) recording

EXAMPLE

LeLA DA E>3&E>

N/ SRERZ®E I BHE

Ways to shoot a panorama photo

& % i
BERZEDHBIEEKRYTT,
It is important to strengthen the

foundation.

EXAMPLE
[=4¥ 2h

W= —EEBENMEZR,

Lucy can't use chopsticks.
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JLPT-N2 Vocab

F5ZXA
[¥k ouen
[ Common |

1. aid; assistance; help;
reinforcement; rooting;
barracking; support; cheering

EXAMPLE
EoBOF—LERELTNG
D?

Which team are you rooting for?

Kumadex, www.kumalearn.com — Version 3
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MAES

A8 kansou
[Common |

1. impressions; thoughts;
feelings; reactions

e—

EXAMPLE

PRES

,u,u\’éﬂiﬂb\ﬁf <rEEW

Please let me know your thoughts

EH W0

KR kikai

[ Common Jl JLPT N2 | [ Noun (common) |

1. machine; mechanism
EXAMPLE

= H ZLe3Bn3

C DHEILEPE T,

This machine is out of order.

TV
1BFE katei
[ Common Jl JLPT N2]
1. process; course; mechanism
EXAMPLE
\fg\ TWw \f:l.\t?'j
BENKYITT,

The process is important.
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JLPT-N2 Vocab

&3C

E 1 yorokobi

[ Common ( Noun (common)

1. joy; delight; rapture; pleasure;
gratification; rejoicing;

congratulations; felicitations
EXAMPLE
BHXBZ

KEUTH»YEULURE,
We did it with the greatest pleasure.

Kumadex, www.kumalearn.com — Version 3

CoHA

=% jikkan
[Common

1. to actually feel; to have a real
feeling (that ...); to experience
personally

EXAMPLE

Uabh b &<

HE
MEeERRBIZIRE
The scenery that makes you

experience the autumn (season)

11

e

. -
e

-

O

£330

=t toukei
[ Common]
(0-adi

1. statistics

EXAMPLE
< Bzu %mi‘fz HeE -
FEtEIRTEMES L BRE
LY,

Statistics don't always tell the whole

story.

/A

LstEE
Z£E shoseki

[ Common Jf JLPT N2 lf Noun (common) )

1. book; publication

EXAMPLE
LitE LD 5%

COBHEERCHVWEDT,
This book is really old.
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JLPT-N2 Vocab

-
Les » & c3L r5uo
IBE jidou B389 mezasu BB koushi #F— touitsu
[ Common] [ Common] [ Common] [ Common]
i .i i ransitive ve
1. children; juvenile 1. lecturer etk TR R L
EXAMPLE 1. to aim at; to have an eye on EXAMPLE 1. unity; consolidation;
Rl < AORES NS EXAMPLE BENR<ETOTANBAMNT uniformity; unification;
. b N _ compatible
%, R A A A=t i <Eh-oTc,
We have a lot of children's books in Let's aim for the World Cup! Because the lecturer speaks quickly EXAMPLE
&S50
the library. few people could follow him. THA V&R —T 3

2.to go toward; to head for
Consolidate the design
EXAMPLE
H F (=49
d-ILZzBELTES

To run towards the finish line
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JLPT-N2 Vocab

IE-%5

48 hassou

[ Common_

1. idea; conception; way of
thinking
EXAMPLE
FEEDVRI LS

Let's change our way of thinking

2. expression

EXAMPLE

.’}..l‘l: Fo%> f._t £
FKETRBULSEEZEZODXRX
= 1F A Z &

BAECTIDEREDIFTLE
=N
Please be careful of using English

expressions directly in Japanese
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TWweL

=1k teishi

 Common ] JLPT N2 ] Noun (common) |
PNoun/participe taking aux. verb 7.5

1. stoppage; coming to a stop;
halt; standstill

EXAMPLE

EpSTULL

ZFOIILAR—-F—FR2BILELLE,
That elevator came to an abrupt
halt.

2. ceasing (movement, activity,
etc.); suspension (of
operations); interruption (e.g.
of electricity supply); cutting
off

EXAMPLE

TELS TuL

TCHEEEBIETB LS R
e
He ordered the immediate

suspension of operations

T ATA

L—

T{x senden

[Common J JLPT N2 ) Noun (common) ]
[ Noun/participle taking aux. verb 33

1. publicity; advertisement;
advertising; propaganda

EXAMPLE
LA ML e 2ATA

COEHERHDOVVWEREIICE>
.
This event was good publicity for

the company.

BhH

& nakami

[ Common I JLPT N2 ll Noun (common) }l ©-adj.

1. contents; interior; substance;
filling; (sword) blade

EXAMPLE
Bz BHH

BEIEOREEHI 1=,

He emptied the box of its contents.
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About the Author

Hi, I’'m Mario! I speak three languages (English, German, Japanese) and
make software for a living.

Thanks for reading this mini-eBook. I started the Kumadex project for
those who want to explore a visual approach to learning Japanese.

Your feedback and support is greatly appreciated, and will help shape
Kuma Learn in the future. Reach out to me at mario@kumalearn.com if
you have any comments or suggestions.

If you enjoyed this mini-eBook and want get updates about new learning
resources, subscribe to the newsletter! www.kumalearn.com/newsletter.

Mario Hayashi, Kuma Learn
Email: mario@kumalearn.com

Twitter: @logicalicy
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