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by Mario Hayashi, Kuma Learn
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Introduction: Learn Japanese Visually

Getting started with learning Japanese can seem a tall order, with so
many unfamiliar words!

Luckily, there are great resources to learn from, including WaniKani,
DuoLingo and Genki. These resources help you learn using various
approaches, such as audial and kinaesthetic techniques (e.g. games).

Kuma Learn offers you a visual approach to learning Japanese
vocabulary. Some words lend themselves well to visual presentation and
that’s why we’ve made you a picture dictionary for Japanese: Kumadex.

We looked at the frequently occurring words [*] to select the 25 JLPT-N4
words in this mini-eBook. They are only a fraction of all the words in the
Japanese language but I hope it serves as a useful guide to get started.

* See Acknowledgements: Centre for Translation Studies, Leeds University.
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How to read this eBook

Image

Photograph to help you learn the Japanese word.

Word

The Japanese word, in kanji with one reading in furigana
(hiragana to help you read kaniji). The reading is also written
in romaji, or romanised Japanese, for convenience.

Only one reading is shown. Some words have multiple

readings but we focus on the common reading to make it

L Common }l Noun (common)

1. bear (any mammal of family Ursidae)

easier for you to learn.

Tags

Words are labelled with parts of speech (noun, verb,
adjective, etc.), how common the reading is and where they
might appear (Genki, JLPT).

Meanings

Words can have several meanings. Some words have over
ten meanings. But we've focused on the top three to five, so
that it's easier for you to learn.
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How age affects describing wo/men "%

How you describe a woman or man is often based

on their age. To describe a girl or boy, Zz O (onna-no-ko)
and 5 (-1 (otoko-no-ko) are used, respectively; a young
woman is an B X A (onee-san), while a young man is an
B X A (onii-san); a middle-aged woman is an 13X X A
(oba-san); a middle-aged man is an 3 U X A (oji-san). 1z %
(jo-sei), BYE (dan-sei) and 75 (kata) are neutral ways to
describe women and men.

12z D1 and ¥ 1 are used for children up to their teenage
years. B1#E X A (ojou-san) and 15 5 2 A (obo-cchan) are
used too but they can connote “brat” so be careful!
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Hi X A (onee-san) and 3 b, X A (onii-san) become

B3 X A (oba-san) and F U X A (oji-san), respectively,
somewhere between age 30 and 40. Think of it in literal
terms: B X A means sister and 51X X A means aunt;
most people become an aunt between age 30 and 40. The
transition between brother and uncle is similar. Be careful
with 513X X A and B U X A, which suggest “middle-aged”.
Many place value on youth and you could oftend by
suggesting someone is middle-aged. Refrain from using 3
1X X A and F U X A to address someone you don’t know.
However, those familiar with the nuances might use them
to joke around with friends (calling someone onii-san)!
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How age affects describing wo/men
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BrLBDOCZ

L MDF onnanoko

[ Common ) JLPT N6 Jl Genki Ch. 11 Jl Expr.
[ Noun (common)

1.

girl; daughter; baby girl
EXAMPLE
Brlk T

En
CDEDFTH?
Who is this girl?

2.young woman

EXAMPLE
B T TULUE rELEA +
HORDFFBADNREERF>T

L
WecszHBRh - Tz,
The young woman didn't know her

boyfriend was loaded.
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BLS5TA .
PUIEX A ojousan
[Common] [Genki Ch. 22 )}l Noun (common)

1. (another's) daughter

2.young lady
EXAMPLE

BREVEEAEUTELERR

OHFESAE-T=,
She was a rather prim and proper

young lady.

Bezoc

B D+ otokonoko

[ Common |  Genki Ch. 11l Expr.

[ Noun (common)_

1. boy; son; baby boy
EXAMPLE

bl B&EZ <

MEBEDFTT,

I'm a boy.

2.young man

F > 5 A

155 » A botchan
[Common 1P 1] [Noun (common)]

1. son (of others); boy; young
master

Honorific/respectful lang.

2. green young man from a well-
to-do family; young man
innocent of the ways of the
world

u Kuma Learn
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How age aftects describing wo/men

Bh A BlEwEh ~ B E & A B L&A
Pl A oneesan PR A oniisan BB & A obasan B E A ojisan
[ Common | [ Genki Ch. 1}l Noun (common) | [ Common | [ Genki Ch. 1}l Noun (common) | [ Noun (common) |
1. older sister; elder sister 1. older brother; elder brother Ty e 1. uncle
ExthPLE ) E:(AM';L‘E 1. aunt 2. old man; mister
BT CRVEVWTT, BRBERSACEIKVEL, [ Familiar lang. |
| want to meet your older sister. You look just like your older brother. 3. manybar goatfish (Parupeneus
2.young lady 2. young man; buddy; fella; laddie multifasciatus)
3. miss
4.ma'am
5. older girl
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How age aftects describing wo/men

At . (VS 4N . .
B dansei M josei
[ common }l JLPT N4 }l Noun (common) il 0-adj. | [ common l JLPT N4 }l Noun (common) ll 0-adj. |
1. man; male 1. woman; female 1. direction; way
EXAMPLE EXAMPLE EXAMPLE
AL Eﬂ Ly 32K hh L e Boik
HDBEMIHETIT D, ZORME>FELLY, BWEEEHELXD.
Who is that man? The woman is beautiful. He amended his way of living.
2. masculine gender 2. feminine gender 2. person; lady; gentleman
[ Honorific/respectful lang.
EXAMPLE

HLLANES t0ZE

e
BABBROMBOPLVENH S,
Each person has his own way of

doing things.
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JLPT-N4 Vocab

v
H hi
[ Common J{ JLPT N4l Genki Ch. 16 Jl Adv. noun

1. day; days
2. sun; sunshine; sunlight

3. case (esp. unfortunate); event

Kumadex, www.kumalearn.com

HED
HS omou

[ common l§ JLPT N4 )l Godan verb w/ 5 ending

1. to think; to consider; to believe;
to reckon

EXAMPLE

DS

BEL<ESOETNETOER
5.

All the more so to think well of him.

2.to think (of doing); to plan (to
do)

3.to judge; to assess; to regard

4.to imagine; to suppose; to
dream

5.to expect; to look forward to

HAlFL
BE{% kankei
[ Common | (Noun (common) |

1. relation; relationship;
connection

[ 0-adj.]
EXAMPLE

Ve5Le * Al

i@ EF OB (CEERER,
There is no connection between

them.

2. participation; involvement;
concern

[ ©-adj.]
EXAMPLE

bl HAlFL

FA(C(XBAFRIRLN,

This doesn't concern me.

3.influence; effect

2 Hu

tH5R sekai
[ Common] [Genki Ch. 10

1.

the world; society; the universe

[ Noun (common)
EXAMPLE

=R ELA 7

HRIFADRLE,

The world is a den of crazies.

. sphere; circle; world

[ Noun (common)
EXAMPLE

#hun CTH

C O FR(EE L
This world is difficult.

.world-renowned; world-

famous
[ 0-adi.
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JLPT-N4 Vocab

Th Lahi _ &

= ten #1+4& shakai EZ kimi
[ common Jl JLPT N4 ll Noun (common) ] [ common Jl JLPT N4 ll Noun (common) ] [ common J{ JLPT N4 ll Noun (common) [ Common Jl JLPT N4 |
1. spirit; mind; heart 1. dot; spot; point; speck; mark 1. society; public; community; 1. you; buddy; pal

the world  Pronoun ll Male term/lang. ll Familiar lang. ]
2. nature; disposition SZ(TA,”MPLE EXAMPLE
BEADNS, EXAMPLE o
: PR : F3Ux< Lehn =

3. motivation; intention | see the point of the argument. R HHEOAVIE, A 5k?

4. mood; feelings Violence is the cancer of our Who are you?
. L

2. mark (in an exam, etc.); grade;

A society. 2. monarch; ruler; sovereign;
5. ambience; atmosphere; mood score; points , t
EXAMPLE 2. social studies (one’s) master
. = [ Noun (common) |
TUTA
ERRUEXLED.
, EXAMPLE
Did you grade the tests? Loty Be®sd LodS .
HEDR ETH RBCOVWTEL
: : . . . 5
3. point (in a game); score; goal; aot.
un We discussed gun control in social
EXAMPLE studies class.

hHn LA Th
RBIHABR T8 5 EaZEH T,
He scored 85 on the exam.

4. point (in geometry)
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JLPT-N4 Vocab

5H5

71 chikara

[ common Jl JLPT N4 }l Noun (common)

1. force; strength; might; vigour;
vigor; energy
EXAMPLE
HHRELR,
My strength is all gone.

2. capability; ability; proficiency;
capacity; faculty
EXAMPLE
ZNEFADN TEBETT,
This is beyond the compass of my

ability.

3. efficacy; effect

4. effort; endeavours; endeavors;

exertions
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B

] aida
[ Common Jl JLPT N4 }l Genki Ch. 4 Jl Adv. noun
1. space (between); gap; interval;

distance
[ Noun (common) |

2.time (between); pause; break

3. span (temporal or spatial);
stretch; period (while)
[ Noun (common) ll Noun (temporal)

4. relationship (between, among)
[ Noun (common) |

5. members (within, among)
[ Noun (common) |

12

F<

% boku
(Common J JLp7 Na J Genki ch. 5 X pronoun]

1. I; me
Male term/lang.

EXAMPLE

&<

EELEL,

Me, too.
2.you

3. manservant

EXAMPLE

fehbhol s I F <

Hn
(3B 2BHRELDTELRR,
He's some kind of manservant for

her.

TAhEw D
i 3R kenkyuu

[ common Jl JLPT N4 ll Noun (common) ]
1. study; research; investigation
EXAMPLE

M HAEeS LBEnS

RIIH RICEBPL,

His study absorbs him.
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JLPT-N4 Vocab

(FLEL . .
#323% keizai
[Common] [Genki ch. 2 ) Noun (common)

1. economy; economics

EXAMPLE

FunEn g2Ath B

RZEEOEFRE,

He is an expert in economics.

2.finance; (one's) finances;
financial circumstances

EXAMPLE

bl L3500 HLLe FLEFUL 3L Ho8D

FADYE KIERHLOZE IR B & Bix
HAlFLY

(CRIELTWLS,

My future is closely bound up with

the finances of my firm.

3. being economical; economy;
thrift

Kumadex, www.kumalearn.com

CrEVn

BFL jidai

[ Common
[ Noun (common) |

1. period; epoch; era; age

EXAMPLE

FAEWL FALY £ < [V A

BRRRFHORRL,

We live in the atomic age.

2.the times; those days
EXAMPLE

F3E> Cruws<

i
BOFESEFRENT,
He's behind the times in his

methods.

3. oldness; ancientness; antiquity

4. antique; period piece
[ Abbr.

13

- -

7[3\ kokoro

[ Common_ [ Noun (common)

1. mind; heart; spirit
EXAMPLE

T3 Wk

DDEHET
My heart's aching.

2.the meaning of a phrase
(riddle, etc.)

jcaelolR

iHBH setsumei

[ Common Jf JLPT N4 )l Noun (common) |
Noun/participle taking aux. verb 93 m

1. explanation; exposition

EXAMPLE

halrD 228

RHBEZE LS,

I need a concise explanation.
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JLPT-N4 Vocab

ER 3 1ATY .
¥ EF kyouiku
[ Common | (Noun (common)

1. education; schooling; training;
instruction; teaching;
upbringing

EXAMPLE

b EFrS0LBRE EE

I E WTE- .

He has had a long teaching career.
2. culture; cultivation; education

EXAMPLE

A Fri0L

AEE E‘(DEE%AT..O

He is a man of education.

Kumadex, www.kumalearn.com

U & SH0

42 1 shoukai

[ Common )l JLPT N4 }l Noun (common)
Noun/participle taking aux. verb 33 m

1. introduction; presentation;

referral; listing

EXAMPLE

Lx3Hun

BNRddruNES,

Thank you for your referral.

EFUlwD
45 gijutsu

[ Common }l JLPT N4 }l Noun (common) |

1. technology; engineering

EXAMPLE

F¥lwpD

BOL SR BT 5.

His work is in engineering.

2. technique; skill
EXAMPLE

hn VT ]

%em&a)&m& 7<’<S7>7Lo

Everyone recognized his skill.

3. art; craft
EXAMPLE

bhbn Fln> T30

BL (I&fi}’&'{ﬁ’@(dﬁihl‘)‘h(i
ASYA (AN
We must hand down our craft to

posterity.

pal

2R iken

(common J P Na Y Noun (common)
(Noun/participi taking aux. verb 36 J 0-aci.

1. opinion; view; comment

EXAMPLE

HDOLU & LIt A et

1&$I®$E(JIE Ly,

She is right in her opinions.
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JLPT-N4 Vocab

TN ) NABHZ B HOU & ) c-&
B1& saigo £ Z % kangaeru % kanojo Hi2 nikki
[ Common Jl JLPT N4 | [ Common Jl JLPT N4 N ichidan verb }l Transitive verb [ common J{ JLPT Na } Genki Ch. 12 [ common J JLPT Na ll Genki Ch. 18]
1. end; conclusion 1. to think (about, of); to think 1. she; her 1. diary; journal

[ Noun (common) over, to ponder; to [ Pronoun EXAMPLE

EXAMPLE contemplate; to reflect (on); to EXAMPLE e

‘*L\Z gLz S . HoOLU & Eﬁa&j[-f%o

RER>RINLET, meditate (on) ﬁgz(;,y <, | keep a diary.
You will succeed in the end. EXAMPLE She walks.
FATWL & A bt

2. last: final: latest; most recent ZORRATENE Sk <ER 2. girlfriend

 ©-adj. ] BNEL, [ Noun (common)

EXAMPLE You ought to think over whether the EXAMPLE

z h'@%éf’“ | premise is valid or not. %Q(;hﬁ\“af”ﬁr

That's the last straw! 2.to consider; to bear in mind; to She is my girlfriend.

allow for; to take into
consideration

3. no sooner than; once; right
after (often having negative

consequences) EXAMPLE
2LED Rh LABL ELeEL HAb
[ Expr. EMORTAEINIMGTTHZEE

AZBDETZdT LY,
It is easy to consider man unique

among living organisms.
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JLPT-N4 Vocab

<z

Ep&E kokusai
[Common i JLP7 Na ) Noun (common)

1. international

{ 0-adj.
EXAMPLE

-;}-.-L.‘;: Z<3’L\*Z
REBIEREICR ST,
English has become an international

language.

2. diplomatic intercourse
[ Obsolete |

Kumadex, www.kumalearn.com

U«

1%Fh basho
[ Common }l JLPT N4 }l Noun (common)
1. place; location; spot; position
EXAMPLE
FOAE LB,
That is a good place to live.
2.room; space
EXAMPLE

= Hu FL &

TOWMIIIBAZE &5,

The machine takes a lot of room.

3. basho; wrestling tournament

16

s

2 katachi

[ Common J JLPT N3 ) JLPT N4 Il Noun (common)

1. form; shape; figure
EXAMPLE

VhZ HEE ED

MBOFIEIL,

An apple is round in shape.

2.visage

Tl & .
f=4J] saisho

[ Common )l JLPT N4}l ©-adj. )}l Adv. noun |

1. beginning; outset; first; onset

EXAMPLE
pn EuLs &

RO (THT,

He came first.
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About the Author

Hi, I’'m Mario! I speak three languages (English, German, Japanese) and
make software for a living.

Thanks for reading this mini-eBook. I started the Kumadex project for
those who want to explore a visual approach to learning Japanese.

Your feedback and support is greatly appreciated, and will help shape
Kuma Learn in the future. Reach out to me at mario@kumalearn.com if
you have any comments or suggestions.

If you enjoyed the visual content in this mini-eBook and want to learn
more with pictures, subscribe to Kuma Learn's email newsletter.

Mario Hayashi, Kuma Learn
Email: mario@kumalearn.com

Twitter: @logicalicy
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Kuma Learn is extremely thankful to the creators and Tatoeba project, which is a large database of sentences and
contributors of these projects, who have made projects like translations.
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Wanakana is an open-source Javascript library for detecting
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Wiktionary’'s JLPT word list has been used to help select words

to include in this mini-eBook.

Genki

Some words reference their appearance in Genki, a textbook
series loved by many Japanese language learners.
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