Kumadex

by Mario Hayashi, Kuma Learn
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Introduction: Learn Japanese Visually

Getting started with learning Japanese can seem a tall order, with so
many unfamiliar words! Luckily, there are great resources to learn from,
including WaniKani, DuoLingo and Genki. These resources help you
learn using various approaches, such as audial and kinaesthetic
techniques (e.g. games).

Kuma Learn offers you a visual approach to learning Japanese
vocabulary. Some words lend themselves well to visual presentation and
that’s why we’ve made you a picture dictionary for Japanese: Kumadex.

We looked at frequently occurring words [*] to select 50 JLPT-N5 words
in this mini-eBook. They’re only a fraction of all the words in the
Japanese language but I hope it serves as a useful guide. If you like this
eBook, do sign up to the newsletter! www.kumalearn.com/newsletter.

* See Acknowledgements: Centre for Translation Studies, Leeds University.
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How to read this eBook

Image

Photograph to help you learn the Japanese word.

Word

The Japanese word, in kanji with one reading in furigana
(hiragana to help you read kaniji). The reading is also written
in romaji, or romanised Japanese, for convenience.

Only one reading is shown. Some words have multiple

readings but we focus on the common reading to make it

L Common }l Noun (common)

1. bear (any mammal of family Ursidae)

easier for you to learn.

Tags

Words are labelled with parts of speech (noun, verb,
adjective, etc.), how common the reading is and where they
might appear (Genki, JLPT).

Meanings

Words can have several meanings. Some words have over
ten meanings. But we've focused on the top three to five, so
that it's easier for you to learn.

Kumadex, kumalearn.com — Version 4 4 u Kuma Learn
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How age affects describing wo/men "%

How you describe a woman or man is often based

on their age. To describe a girl or boy, Zz O (onna-no-ko)
and 5 (-1 (otoko-no-ko) are used, respectively; a young
woman is an B X A (onee-san), while a young man is an
B X A (onii-san); a middle-aged woman is an 13X X A
(oba-san); a middle-aged man is an 3 U X A (oji-san). 1z %
(jo-sei), BYE (dan-sei) and 75 (kata) are neutral ways to
describe women and men.

12z D1 and ¥ 1 are used for children up to their teenage
years. B1#E X A (ojou-san) and 15 5 2 A (obo-cchan) are
used too but they can connote “brat” so be careful!
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How age affects describing wo/men "%

Hi X A (onee-san) and 3 b, X A (onii-san) become

B3 X A (oba-san) and F U X A (oji-san), respectively,
somewhere between age 30 and 40. Think of it in literal
terms: B X A means sister and 51X X A means aunt;
most people become an aunt between age 30 and 40. The
transition between brother and uncle is similar. Be careful
with 513X X A and B U X A, which suggest “middle-aged”.
Many place value on youth and you could oftend by
suggesting someone is middle-aged. Refrain from using 3
1X X A and F U X A to address someone you don’t know.
However, those familiar with the nuances might use them
to joke around with friends (calling someone onii-san)!
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How age affects describing wo/men

— NS
=

.

A C
LZDF onnanoko

[ Common Jf JLPT N5 l Genki ch. 11 N Expr. ]

[ Noun (common)

1. girl; daughter; baby girl
EXAMPLE

Bl T

IZ@FEVKRDFLE,

Emi is a good girl.

2.young woman

Kumadex, kumalearn.com — Version 4

C&5

H1E I A ojousan

1. (another's) daughter

2.young lady
EXAMPLE

BREVEENE Y TEUERR

DOHBESAE-T,
She was a rather prim and proper

young lady.

s C

B o+ otokonoko

[ Common Jf JLPT N5 il Genki Ch. 11l Expr.)

[ Noun (common) |

1. boy; son; baby boy
EXAMPLE
BB DF 3?
Who's that boy?

2.young man

F -

155 » A, botchan
[ Common [ Noun (common)
1. son (of others); boy; young

master

2. green young man from a well-
to-do family; young man
innocent of the ways of the
world

u Kuma Learn
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How age aftects describing wo/men

f z [N & s L
Bl X A oneesan HE R X A oniisan A X A obasan AR I A ojisan
[ common ll JLPT N5 i Genki Ch. 1 ll Noun (common) { Common Jl JLPT N5 l Genki Ch. 1}l Noun (common) | [ Noun (common) |
1. older sister; elder sister 1. older brother; elder brother 1. uncle

EXQAXMPLE i ffAMttE 1. aunt 2. old man; mister

B LICEVEWTT, EEBRATAICESKVEL, [ Familiar lang.

| want to meet your older sister. You look just lik Ider brother. .

Y ouoorjust like your older brother 3. manybar goatfish (Parupeneus

2.young lady 2. young man; buddy; fella; laddie multifasciatus)
3. miss
4.ma'am
5. older girl
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How age aftects describing wo/men

Pt S
PRET s A
m-.mi. ke
CsELY . .
L4 josei
[ Common [ Noun (common) ll ®-adi. | [ Common [ Noun (common) ll ®-adi. |
1. man; male 1. woman; female
EXAMPLE EXAMPLE
AL En Ly 52K
HOBMIIHETT D, ZFOTMEFELLY,
Who is that man? The woman is beautiful.
2. masculine gender 2. feminine gender

Kumadex, kumalearn.com — Version 4 9 u Kuma Learn
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JLPT-N4 Vocab

[0,
H hi
[ common ] JPT Na )l Genki Ch. 16 ) Adv. noun |

1. day; days
2. sun; sunshine; sunlight

3. case (esp. unfortunate); event

Kumadex, kumalearn.com — Version 4

b
B35 omou

m JLPT N4 B Godan verb w/ 5 ending

1. to think; to consider; to believe;

to reckon

EXAMPLE

DS

BE & <ESDRENEFOER
K53,

All the more so to think well of him.

2.to think (of doing); to plan (to
do)

3.to judge; to assess; to regard

4.to imagine; to suppose; to
dream

5.to expect; to look forward to

10

HAlFL

BE{% kankei

Noun/participle taking aux. verb 3

1. relation; relationship;
connection
EXAMPLE

[={n) ED2A HrAalT

B A (B2E & BAENH B,
There is a connection between

smoking and lung cancer.

2. participation; involvement;
concern
EXAMPLE

bl HAlF

FOC(XRAER Y,

This doesn't concern me.

3. influence; effect

g Hhun

tH5R sekai

1. the world; society; the universe

[ Noun (common)
EXAMPLE

EhU Laled

tRzE—RBLEL.

| want to travel around the world.

2. sphere; circle; world
[ Noun (common)

3. world-renowned; world-
famous
EXAMPLE

RT7EFIVERBNYN=H-T
EHVNTE  BSHU
HROCHERL.

McDonald's is world-famous for its

hamburgers.

u Kuma Learn
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JLPT-N4 Vocab

[ Common Jl JLPT N4 Jf Noun (common)_

1. spirit; mind; heart

2. nature; disposition
3. motivation; intention
4. mood; feelings

5. ambience; atmosphere; mood

Kumadex, kumalearn.com — Version 4

Th
= ten

[ Common Jl JLPT N4 Jlf Noun (common)_

1. dot; spot; point; speck; mark

2. mark (in an exam, etc.); grade;
score; points
EXAMPLE

7z xhTA

50U TERENENTEDIC,
| almost got a perfect score.

3. point (in a game); score; goal;
run
EXAMPLE
FATRTYYFIIVIE6 AT
3%,
In American football, a touchdown

scores six points.

4.point (in geometry)

11

L Hy

14 shakai
(Common ) 11PT Na M Noun (common)

1. society; public; community;
the world

EXAMPLE

Le b A b

HEHEHLL TS,

Society is changing.

2. social studies

[ Abbr. |
EXAMPLE

Ledly Le&sd> ULnd3E£0 (-3

HEDR XKTH RECDOVWTEL
]

aof.

We discussed gun control in social

studies class.

=
£ kimi
(Common J JLPT Na

1. you; buddy; pal
 Pronoun il Male term/lang. Jl Familiar lang. ]
EXAMPLE

B Kn

B3#?

Who are you?

2. monarch; ruler; sovereign;
(one's) master
[ Noun (common) |

u Kuma Learn


https://kumalearn.com

JLPT-N4 Vocab

5H5 . < FhEw>
71 chikara ¥ boku F 5% kenkyuu
[ cCommon ll JLPT N4 ll Noun (common) ] [ cCommon ll JLPT N4 il Genki Ch. 5 ll Pronoun [ common ll JLPT N4 Jl Noun (common) ]
1. force; strength; might; vigour: 1. space (between); gap; interval; 1. I|; me Ll LA b
vigor; energy distance Male term/lang. 1. study; research; investigation
EXAMPLE e EXAMPLE EXAMPLE
5 o o & M FAEeS TEw >
HHARET-, 2.time (between); pause; break KB, ?&(i%ﬁ%(:?tpfc“o
My strength is all gone. Me, too. His study absorbs him.
2. capability; ability; proficiency; 3. span (temporal or spatial); 2.you
T stretch; period (while)
capacity; faculty Noun (common) ] Nouh bemporal 3. manservant
EXAMPLE
-h (fﬁbofj”ﬂg-c = O Ié_c\\_gh 4.relationship (between, among)
This is beyond the compass of my
ability. 5. members (within, among)
[ Noun (common)

3. efficacy; effect

4. effort; endeavours; endeavors;
exertions

Kumadex, kumalearn.com — Version 4 12 u Kuma Learn


https://kumalearn.com

JLPT-N4 Vocab

(FLEL CEwn it 281

423X keizai B jidai ir kokoro t4AR setsumei
[ Common  Genki Ch. 2 Jf Noun (common) | [ Common J{ JLPT N4 [ Common | [ Noun (common) [ Common [ Noun (common)
1. economy; economics e e 1. mind; heart; spirit L 533 J o-adl

EXAMPLE 1. period; epoch; era; age EXAMPLE 1. explanation; exposition

hh [FLAFL ghth H A W

REBEOSFIRE. EXAMPLE DHEHET . EXAMPLE

[FATEN FALY &< [V n 2oL (A

He is an expert in economics. R ERFHORFKE. My heart's aching. HBEEVEBA.

. . We live in the atomic age. . | don't need an explanation.
2.finance; (one's) finances; g 2.the meaning of a phrase P

financial circumstances 2.the times; those days (riddle, etc.)

EXAMPLE EXAMPLE

bl L&350y HLlLe l?L\z*L\L‘z.z‘—‘)tL\ HFoED Hn lxil‘x'“) L‘«f:’u?z‘( N

FADIE KIS OZF IR B & BiF BOREIRFCENT,

AT
[CEAELTW3, He's behind the times in his
My future is closely bound up with methods.

the finances of my firm. . L
3. oldness; ancientness; antiquity

3. being economical; economy;

thrift 4. antique; period piece
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JLPT-N4 Vocab

x50 <K
B kyouiku
[ Common | [ Noun (common) |

1. education; schooling; training;
instruction; teaching;
upbringing
EXAMPLE

FxSL1< hT L 497

BEIRECHES.
Education begins at home.

2. culture; cultivation; education
EXAMPLE

M EFxS0L

BB BOBIAL,

He is a man of education.

Kumadex, kumalearn.com — Version 4

L& 2H0

2 1/ shoukai

{ Common] [ Noun (common) |
Noun/participle taking aux. verb 93 m

1. introduction; presentation;

referral; listing
EXAMPLE
L& 3hL

BNdpUNES,

Thank you for your referral.

14

ElwD
¥4#7 gijutsu
[ Common ] [ Noun (common)

1. technology; engineering

EXAMPLE

FlwD

BROTERERICET 3,

His work is in engineering.

2. technique; skill

EXAMPLE

M F¥lnDd H&

Bt RO E ARSI,

Everyone recognized his skill.

.art; craft

EXAMPLE

bhbh EFlnwD TS5 ol

RL3EmrattCEABTNE
AYSY AR
We must hand down our craft to

posterity.

[ Common [ Noun (common)

 ©-adj. |

1. opinion; view; comment
EXAMPLE

DU & wir A ek

BEDODBRIKIELL,

She is right in her opinions.

u Kuma Learn
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JLPT-N4 Vocab

TN
Bx1& saigo

[ Common Jl JLPT Na_

1. end; conclusion

[ Noun (common)
EXAMPLE

T 2L1IZ5

REEHRINLET,

You will succeed in the end.

2. last; final; latest; most recent

(0-adj.
EXAMPLE

TV

ZNTREL!

That's the last straw!

3. no sooner than; once; right
after (often having negative
consequences)
 Expr. |

Kumadex, kumalearn.com — Version 4

MAD

#Z 2 3 kangaeru

[ common Jl JLPT N4 J} ichidan verb } Transitive verb |

1. to think (about, of); to think
over; to ponder; to

contemplate; to reflect (on); to
meditate (on)

EXAMPLE
ZORERZLUMNE S & <ER
BNREL,

You ought to think over whether the

premise is valid or not.

2. to consider; to bear in mind; to
allow for; to take into

consideration
EXAMPLE
EM RTINS TH B e

ABDETPTL,
It is easy to consider man unique

among living organisms.

15

- AP
HPDOU & .
% kanojo

1. she; her

[ Pronoun |
EXAMPLE

HDU

1&?((31_9 <,
She walks.

2. girlfriend

[ Noun (common) |
EXAMPLE

hrDLx BHEL ZLVWUE

BRIIFDTBATL.
She is my girlfriend.

- &
Hzie nikki
[ common ll JLPT N4 Jl Genki Ch. 18 Jl Noun (common)

1. diary; journal
EXAMPLE

Lo&

HicZEDlF%.
| keep a diary.

u Kuma Learn
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JLPT-N4 Vocab

c<Tn
EBE kokusai
[ Common | [ Noun (common) |
1. international
EXAMPLE

AnZ clEn

HIEFERE LR T,
English has become an international

language.

Kumadex, kumalearn.com — Version 4

EU <«

1%EF basho
[ Common ] [ Noun (common) ]
1. place; location; spot; position
EXAMPLE
7 FL &
FORE K VISHR,
That is a good place to live.
2.room; space
EXAMPLE

= Hu F L &

TOWMIIIBMZE L S,

The machine takes a lot of room.

3. basho; wrestling tournament

16

et

2 katachi

[ Common ll JLPT N3] [ Noun (common)

1. form; shape; figure
EXAMPLE

VT hE ED

N J0b ARG IHAR

An apple is round in shape.

2.visage

Tl .
B=4]] saisho

[ Common }l JLPT N4 Jl #-adj. }l Adv. noun

1. beginning; outset; first; onset

EXAMPLE

Tl &

BORA T,

He came first.

u Kuma Learn
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About the Author

Hi, I’'m Mario! I speak three languages (English, German, Japanese) and
make software for a living.

Thanks for reading this mini-eBook. I started the Kumadex project for
those who want to explore a visual approach to learning Japanese.

Your feedback and support is greatly appreciated, and will help shape
Kuma Learn in the future. Reach out to me at mario@kumalearn.com if
you have any comments or suggestions.

If you enjoyed this mini-eBook and want get updates about new learning
resources, subscribe to the newsletter! www.kumalearn.com/newsletter.

Mario Hayashi, Kuma Learn
Email: mario@kumalearn.com

Twitter: @logicalicy
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studied.

Kumadex, kumalearn.com — Version 4

Wiktionary

Wiktionary’'s JLPT word list has been used to help select words

to include in this mini-eBook.

Genki

Some words reference their appearance in Genki, a textbook
series loved by many Japanese language learners.

u Kuma Learn


https://kumalearn.com
https://kuroshiro.org/
http://corpus.leeds.ac.uk/list.html
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Appendix:JLPT
http://genki.japantimes.co.jp/
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If you would like to give back to the community of people who
make projects like Kumadex possible, some of the projects
listed above accept for contributions and/or donations.
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