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Introduction: Learn Japanese Visually

Getting started with learning Japanese can seem a tall order, with so
many unfamiliar words! Luckily, there are great resources to learn from,
including WaniKani, DuoLingo and Genki. These resources help you
learn using various approaches, such as audial and kinaesthetic
techniques (e.g. games).

Kuma Learn offers you a visual approach to learning Japanese
vocabulary. Some words lend themselves well to visual presentation and
that’s why we’ve made you a picture dictionary for Japanese: Kumadex.

We looked at frequently occurring words [*] to select 50 JLPT-N5 words
in this mini-eBook. They’re only a fraction of all the words in the
Japanese language but I hope it serves as a useful guide. If you like this
eBook, do sign up to the newsletter! www.kumalearn.com/newsletter.

* See Acknowledgements: Centre for Translation Studies, Leeds University.
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How to read this eBook

Image

Photograph to help you learn the Japanese word.

Label

Some words are bonus words. Free extra words! We call this
P EF (0-ma-ke): bonus or freebie.

¥ kuma \
Word

L Common }l Noun (common)

1. bear (any mammal of family UrSidae)

FaS
bl

The Japanese word, in kanji with one reading in furigana
(hiragana to help you read kanji). The reading is also written in
romaji, or romanised Japanese, for convenience.

Only one reading is shown. Some words have multiple readings

but we focus on the common reading to make it easier for you
to learn.

Tags

Meanings . L
Words are labelled with parts of speech (noun, verb, adjective,

Some words have over ten meanings. But we've focused on the etc.), how common a reading is and where they appear

top three to five, so that it's easier for you to learn. (Genki, JLPT).
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Numbers

The Japanese number system is logical. Once you

can count up to ten, you’ll know how to count up to 99.
This is because, after ten, numbers are expressed as sums
of numbers we’ve already learned: eleven is “ten-and-one”
(+—, jiu-ichi); 99 is “nine-tens-and-nine” (JL+JL, kyuu-jiu-
kkyuu).

When reading and writing Japanese, you’ll often see
decimal digits (numbers O to 9) being used instead of kanji,
as it can get a bit difficult to read for larger numbers!
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Numbers

b

ws ) Eh L ]
— ichi —ni = san shi
[ Common [ Common [ Numeric | [ Common mED [ Common [ Numeric
1. one 1. two 1. three 1. four

S il EXAMPLE EXAMPLE

EXAMPLE ThlmShk K £ kEn s

e —ZBREg-T. Z0ZfEl3m,
£5—E? . .
Three weeks went by. Twice two is equal to four.

One more time?

2. best
[ -adj. )} Suffix]
EXAMPLE OO=O)
Ws@FEA 7
INH—BIFE,
| like this one best.
3. first; foremost

(0-ad
EXAMPLE = zi s : :
o, ouss H go 7% roku 4 shichi
WD =&, Common J JLPT N5 } Numeric) Common R ILPT 1 | JLPT N5 ) Numeric) P Common R ILPT Na JLPT NE ] Numeric
I'm first.
1. five 1. six 1. seven
EXAMPLE EXAMPLE
3\( L £ [ V) 3'_/\4U¢51§/‘u .
NECERE L. tlR=1+ 9o,
I'll be back at six. It was seven thirty.
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Numbers

x5 EpD Uw> hn

J\ hachi . kyuu + juu =F rei

[ Common [ Numeric [ Common J{ JLPT N3 ll Numeric ] [ Common | [ Genki Ch. 9] [ common Jl JLPT N5 ll Noun (common) ]

1. eight 1. nine 1. ten 1. zero; nought
EXAMPLE EXAMPLE = EXAMPLE
RONETY, B £BY), EXAMPLE SHEF1 0ELR.

Lnws U

TERIBETID.

Is it about ten o'clock?

It's eight o'clock at night. Cats have nine lives. It is ten degrees below zero now.

2.ten years of age
[ Noun (common) |
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Numbers

Once you can count up to 100, you’ll be able to
count up to 999. The number 999 is “nine-hundreds-nine-

,_’_A

tens-and-nine” (J,

JL U, kyuu-hyaku-kyuu-jiu-kyuu).

Similarly, count up to 1,000 and you can count up to 9,999!

From 10,000, it’s a bit different to the Western system
because 10,000 has its own name: Jj, man. So, 34,000 is
“three-ten-thousands-four-thousands”. That’s a mouthful!

The Japanese currency denominations are: 1, 5, 10, 50, 100,

500, 1,000, 5,000 and 10,000

] (yen). So, learn to count

up to 10,000 and you can count money.
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Numbers

U» <

B hyaku

[ Common]  Numeric

1. 100; hundred
EXAMPLE

Eo 85 Vel

PFIEE1I—-0TY,

The ticket costs 100 euros.

Kumadex, kumalearn.com — Version 6

Bh

F sen

[ Common]  Numeric

1. 1,000; thousand
EXAMPLE
FHTRY 32

Is a thousand yen enough?

Fh
)75 man

[ Common J{ JLPT N5

1. 10,000; ten thousand

{ Numeric
EXAMPLE

ELRA

1 HATREY %?

Is ten thousand yen enough?

2. myriad
[ Noun (common) }l -ad;.]

3. everything; all

[ Adv. noun |
EXAMPLE

& EFAUED %_?.'
RAMEH HmDTT.
A cold often leads to all kinds of

disease.

u Kuma Learn
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How to say “T” B

There are many ways to “I” in Japanese. It’s often
influenced by age, gender and situation.

For example, boys often use {# (boku), until they grow out
of it in their teenage years when {# (ore) is adopted. Many
men use it (ore), whereas FA (watashi) is used by both men
and women in formal contexts. In informal contexts,
women still use A (watashi) but men often revert back to

it (ore) or £ (boku).

There’s also an extremely polite version of fA: watakushi. In
day-to-day Japanese however, you’ll hear women use
watashi or atashi.
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How to say “I”

TR Vel FRTI - . — 3@ ST - — . B .
:i".;;"" Vi She Y 4 ol AR GO 2 W :i"'-.'t""' 2 o P i L D t;'.‘:,:“ v Lpeii g T ‘E.f
’.;..“' .. ,:' a TR - y ’I o3 : '.3..v~ _,'. » e - u',(_ ;’ "‘ - T X i p
o oalst A ] p.ry ' e nrte e . “%s R 8, ¢ v
LN z e . s 3 o 8 Vgl 10 @ e e 0" Y, ! 5 Pt .
. N . , . . oY, " g , 1] s : >
3 _I’ &f -_; \., » PRI : v".;'. 33 ) f \" - I’.&'_ '-. » ‘.'
2 4 d v AN 3 -s " . L1 ok -n !
7 SR > > vy’ - .l HAN 3 . A e e o . o
. 3 v Qe . E ’ ¥ .
‘ \ .t $ Al R Tl ke . : 4
» " ) g 3 ;A . » :
" . . - . 5 v <

bzl [F<

Fh
A watashi f& ore % boku
(common 4.1 N5 I Genki ch. 1 ] Pronoun) [common s N1 ) Pronoun J wale termjiang. ] [ Common 1177 Na ]l Genki ch. 5 J Pronoun

1. I;me 1. I; me 1. I; me

EXAMPLE EXAMPLE

W, ik, EXAMPLE
(ESSY e N

Same here. Leave it all to me.
Me, too.

2.you

3. manservant
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U A& A .
B4 jibun
[ Common [ Genki Ch. 17 ll Pronoun |

1. myself; yourself; oneself;
himself; herself
EXAMPLE
L&A LA
BoZ{EUT,

Believe in yourself.

2.1: me
EXAMPLE
L&A *

B TE8T,

Even | was defeated.

3.you
[ Kansai-ben
EXAMPLE

LA T Paz

B BFRMIER,

You always try to get what you want.

u Kuma Learn
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JLPT-N5 Vocab

v
A hito
[common J 1171 N5 Jf Genki ch. 4 ]l Noun (common)]

1. man; person

EXAMPLE
vEkn

&b D AH?

Who is that person?
2. human being; mankind; people
EXAMPLE
vE .
ADNB,
There are people.

3. human (Homo sapiens);
humans as a species
[ Written w/ kanji only

4.character; personality
EXAMPLE
i B0 vE
BIEED BB AT,

He is quite a character.
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EL
& toshi
[ Common ] [ Noun (common) |
1. year
EXAMPLE
LLBEE,
Happy New Year!
2. age; years
EXAMPLE
ESERL,
| feel my age.
3. past one's prime; old age
EXAMPLE

M 49

?&EE@&M'@%( AESY il

He's become frail in his old age.

12

BhH

A naka
[ common ll JLPT N5 i Genki Ch. 4 )l Noun (common) |
1. inside; in

EXAMPLE

2H ()

FICANT,

Let mein.

2. among; within

EXAMPLE
2w p<

A OFCRENT,

A squirrel hid among the branches.

3. center (centre); middle

EXAMPLE

HFTS5H EABRH LE .
W OERC, Z0ENH S,
In the middle of the lake lies the

island.

4.during; while

2

{a] nani
[Common ) sLpT N3 e N5 J Genki ch. 1

1. what

[ Pronoun |
EXAMPLE

oy

fa?
What?

2. you-know-what; that thing

pronoun

EXAMPLE
EARECE->TVBEORET
T,

What's that thing in your right hand?

3. whatsit; whachamacallit;
what's-his-name; what'-s-
her-name
 Pronoun|

u Kuma Learn
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JLPT-N5 Vocab

LA A £2 B B G SR
B . ION

BERS jikan Bl mae el mondal B4 jibun
[ Common  Genki Ch. 14 ll Noun (common) [ common ll JLPT N5 l Genki Ch. 4 I (D [ Common [ Pronoun |

. . 1. question (e.g. on a test);
1. time 1. in front (of); before (e.g. the oroblem 1. myself; yourself; oneself;

EXAMPLE house) himself; herself

A Les s EXAMPLE

BRI & 7, e D e same & EXAMPLE

) 2 b f . | . ﬁ(:%@ﬁ%ﬁb‘ﬁl‘fto l;,s:/.< LA .

Time's up. . ag?, efore; previously,; prior, it was easy for me to solve the BoEELUT,

2. hour (minutes) to (the hour) problem. Believe in yourself.
[ Adv. noun |  Suffix]
EXAMPLE EXAMPLE 2. problem (e.g. societal, 2.1;me
SRS L, political); question; issue; EXAMPLE
. e subject (e.g. of research); o /N (e
We waited three hours. See you a little before 7. J . (e.g ) B TE8T,
" . GASS; matter Even | was defeated.
3. period; class; lesson 3. front (of something); head (e.g. EXAMPLE
. . AT [V 3. ou
vaqumeE of a line); fore part BB L\ hhth B AE y
hEEETI D, o= The question is when to start.

Is it fifth period? 4.front (e.g. seat); previous (e.g.
entry in a list); prior; former
[ ©-adj.|

3. question (i.e. doubt)
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JLPT-N5 Vocab

—m

7/

& Fh EeyV . 3%
H me Z< hon &% hanashi £ ue
[ Common ll JLPT N5 Jl Genki Ch. 7 ll Noun (common) | [ Common ll JLPT N5 il Genki Ch. 2] [ Common ll JLPT N5 il Genki Ch. 19 ll Noun (common) ] [ common ll JLPT N5 Jil Genki Ch. 4 ll Noun (common)
1. eye; eyeball 1. book; volume; script 1. talk; speech; chat; 1. above; up; over; elder (e.g.
5 aht: sight: visi [ Noun (common) | conversation daughter)
. eyesight; sight; vision
EXAMPLE EXAMPLE [ -adj. }l Adv. noun ll Noun, as suffix |
3. look; stare; gaze; glance LTS, ‘i% L7012 EXAMPLE
o 20 LIcEB
It's a good book. c °
4. notice; attention; observation; g Do you wanna talk? . .
. . Don't sit upon it.
eyes (of the world, public, etc.) 2. counter for long cylindrical 2. topic; subject
_ things; counter for films, TV 2. top; summit; head (e.g.of a
5. an experience EXAMPLE .
shows, etc.; counter for goals, BB staircase)
Y 5978,
home runs, etc.; counter for AETSTES EXAMPLE
Don't change the subject. Lx Bm 52
telephone calls SHEDLCHS.
 Suffix i Counter 3. discussions; negotiation;

The house is on top of the hill.
argument
3. surface

4. before; previous
 ©-adj. )l Adv. noun]

5. superiority; one's superior;
one's elder
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JLPT-N5 Vocab

(A4

LZ e
{2 shigoto % ie

= Ganki Ch. 14 [ Common [ Genki Ch. 1 Jl Noun (common) | [ common J{ JLPT N5 ll Noun (common) ]
1. same; identical; equal; uniform; 1. work; job; labor; labour; 1. house; residence; dwelling
equivalent; similar; common business; task; assignment; 1. to say; to utter; to declare EXAMPLE
(origin); changeless; alike occupation; employment EXAMPLE REE 2
oun common’ i cE 5z e dmn Where's your house?
Tlegs D < CNVAN
EXAMPLE EXAMPLE ) ) |
. ) LZEBRS | have nothing special to say. e
% U%E%éb\o HE T, 2. family; household
Please give me the same thing. | am working. 2.to name; to call i
i (AP 3 FE
n ?&(;%@ﬁnri\o
2. anyway: anyhow: in either case 2. work 3.to go (e.g. "the alarm went _ = _ _
ping"); to make a noise He is an honor to his family.
3. lineage; family name
EXAMPLE
oL & Hn l'._\.J}‘fJ“B Hn [FA=Ts.")
BEIIBEDRED I [T & S8
L.

She married him for the sake of his

family name.
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JLPT-N5 Vocab

AL - <IZ )

£t kaisha kuni Hi are

[ common }l JLPT N5 ll Genki Ch. 7 )l Noun (common) | [ Common Jl JLPT N5 il Genki Ch. 12 ll Noun (common) [ common Jl JLPT N5 il Genki Ch. 7 )l Noun (common) [ Common JlJLPT N5 }f Genki Ch. 2

1. company; corporation 1. country; state 1. that (indicating something
EXAMPLE 1. meaning; significance; sense EXAMPLE distant from both speaker and
puLe  BHL oBh B <ic listener (in space, time or
BUDKRFCR S, EXAMPLE AAREHBETT, ( _ P _

e b3 psychologically), or something

The company is in deficit. ES VDS ER? Japan is a rich country.

2. workplace

Kumadex, kumalearn.com — Version 6

What's the meaning of this?

16

2.region
EXAMPLE
<Ic 5L0E B5L
ZOEDOEZDMEF TE X <EN
BEUE.

There were storms in that region of

the country.

3. national government; central
government

4. home (i.e. hometown, home
country)

understood without naming it
directly)
[ Pronoun |

2.that person

3. hey; huh?; eh?

Interjection (kandoushi) | Written w/ kanji only

u Kuma Learn
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JLPT-N5 Vocab

T
=F te
1. hand; arm
2. handle
3. hand; worker; help

4.trouble; care; effort

5. means; way; trick; move;
technique; workmanship

Kumadex, kumalearn.com — Version 6

I
)

b b

%\ ooi

Common § JLPT N5 ] Genki Ch. 12 J Adi.)

1. many; numerous; a lot
EXAMPLE
&L &6 &8
SEFFAS,

There's been a lot of rain this year.

2. large quantity; large amount

3. frequent; common
EXAMPLE
ELS5DO5Th

i - : aa
WEICE, HBERHAZL,

They have a lot in common.

17

e

= kotoba
(Common ) LT N5l Genki ch. 13 ) Noun (common)

1. language; dialect

EXAMPLE

zEE E 33 BEL3

%ﬁ& '\%413:0) (iﬁ E L \o

Learning languages is interesting.

2. word; words; phrase; term;
expression; remark

EXAMPLE

snwced
D=
==

Password?
3. speech; (manner of) speaking
EXAMPLE
i i_t - & &) \7(
BIESEBD DR,

He is brief of speech.

4.learning to speak; language
acquisition

[ o
[ X2
Poee
FPoFey @
(E3)
ftt hoka

[ Common ) JLPT N3 J{ JLPT N5 J Genki Ch. 18

1. other (place, thing, person);
the rest

[ Noun (common) ll »-adj._
EXAMPLE

FH

i o &
FEDOWICT Z ADMMDEERL
.

He finally got ahead of the rest of

class.

2. outside; beyond
[ Noun (common) ll ©-adj. |

3. nothing except; nothing but;
nothing apart from; nothing
aside from; no choice (but to)
[ Adv. noun
EXAMPLE

= FH oy 7

BOMCKAERZABD T,

We could see nothing but fog.

u Kuma Learn
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JLPT-N5 Vocab

»

&

. B 2htL _ LA

LYLY i JE mise 4 sensei BRiE eiga
[ Common l JLPT N1l JLPT N3 J JLPT NS5 { common Jl JLPT N5 Jil Genki Ch. 13 ll Noun (common) | [ common Jl JLPT N5 Jl Genki Ch. 1 ll Noun (common) | [ common Jl JLPT N5 Jl Genki Ch. 3 il Noun (common) |
sy 1. store; shop; establishment; 1. teacher; instructor; master =
1. good; excellent; fine; nice; restaurant EXAMPLE 1. movie; film

pleasant; agreeable EXAMPLE Bt AR B EXAMPLE

Ly Z LAt L
EXAMPLE 1&'(11'5 (Pt £ i There comes our teacher. BRiE (C1T < D?
L\L? He went to the store. L . Are you going to a movie?
2. intimate or teasing form of
Are you good?
address

2. sufficient; enough; ready; [ Familiar lang.

prepared

EXAMPLE

ES50LLHWLN?

Are you ready?

3. profitable (deal, business offer,
etc.); beneficial

4. 0K; all right; fine; no problem
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JLPT-N5 Vocab

2EB

F{# kodomo
[Common )L 1°7 N5 N Genki ch. 4 ] Noun (common)
1. child

EXAMPLE
zEEES  an

FHIZEIEREL.,
All the children went to bed.

Kumadex, kumalearn.com — Version 6

¥ C
L sukoshi
[ Common J JLPT N5 ) Adverb ] Noun (common)

1. small quantity; little; few;
something
EXAMPLE
SEHDLBH 3.
| have a little money.
2. little while
EXAMPLE
5D LLTELAATT D,
Why don't you stay a little while?

3. short distance

19

L» LA

EE shashin
[Common ) 4L N5 ) Genki Ch. 4 )] Noun (common) ]

1. photograph; photo; picture;
snapshot; snap
EXAMPLE

LelLA &

BRRET,

Show me the picture.

2. movie

E%% miru
[ common N sLpT N5 I ichidan verb]

1.

to see; to look; to watch; to
view; to observe

EXAMPLE

FAH 3

COEHERS?

Do you want to watch this program?

2.to examine; to look over; to

assess; to check; to judge

3.to look after; to attend to; to

take care of; to keep an eye on

EXAMPLE

REIEAROT. HEEEZO

&3 Lo

EorRBLE.
Now that he is old, it is your duty to

u Kuma Learn
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JLPT-N5 Vocab

LA . n ¥ &6
K% daigaku =§ dare IFE suki AT/ ookina
[ Common  Genki Ch. 1 il Noun (common) | [ Common [ Genki Ch. 2 [ Common ) JLPT N5 ]l Noun (common) [ Common J JLPT N5 |
1. university; college e 1. liked; well-liked; favourite; 1. big; large; great
EXAMPLE 1. who favorite EXAMPLE
Sy EXAMPLE L ST
fEn
| am a college student. #H? EXAMP:‘E o That's a big step.
Who? PFEREAYL?
2. former central university of ,
) What's your favourite food?
Kyoto (established under the
ritsuryo system for the training 2.in love (with); loved;
of government administrators) romantically interested (in)
[ Abbr.
EXAMPLE
3.the Great Learning (one of the o .
Four Books) ®SEENDFET UL,
They loved it.

3. faddism; eccentricity
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JLPT-N5 Vocab

W ThD Hoz> £0
17< iku BiE denwa 5§ gakkou #) mono
[ Common J§ JLPT N1 ] JLPT N5 ] [ common Jl JLPT N5 ll Genki Ch. 1 ll Noun (common) { Common Jl JLPT N5 ll Genki Ch. 3 ll Noun (common) [ cCommon Jl JLPT N5 Jl Genki Ch. 12 Jl Noun (common)
Intransitive verb_ 1. school 1. thing; object; article; stuff;
1. to go; to move (in a direction or 1. telephone call; phone call EXAMPLE substance
towards a specific location); to I3 E5? EXAMPLE
. EXAMPLE b7 0
head (towards); to be n b How's school? Joy gk /A Y]
transported (towards); to reach BELELD, Did you forget anything?
EXAMPLE Let's make a phone call.
w . 2.one's things; possessions;
TINRETL, 2. telephone (device); phone property; belongings
| ought to go. [ Abbr.
EXAMPLE EXAMPLE
2. to proceed,; to take place <h b 54 TYEESOMER SN
BETY, "

3.to pass through; to come and You are wanted on the phone.

Brian left his belongings behind.

go
4.to walk 3. things; something; anything;

everything; nothing

EXAMPLE

52w _ EXAMPLE

ZFCETHEVWTITLDEHAEDS bT B0
f — ~

<&, SENADIEL?
Did you forget anything?

It's too much trouble to walk there.
Kumadex, kumalearn.com — Version 6 21
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JLPT-N5 Vocab

wsiEA BrHL B1-5 1=
—& ichiban & ongaku FH L L\ atarashii = L) takai
(common J 177 N3 J P N5 J Genki ch. 0] (common J 1177 N5 J Genki ch. 3 ] Noun (common)] = oo =0  Common J JLPT N5 ] Genki Ch. 2 J Adi
1. number one; first; first place 1. music 1. new; novel; fresh; recent; 1. high; tall
[Noun (common) J 0-adj._ EXAMPLE latest; up-to-date; modern EXAMPLE
EXAMPLE BAKS ¥ o kh
bEL Uit BREFE? EXAMPLE EAEL,
FAN—E, . . rEZ BB
Do you like music? C D5PIEFT LY, The waves are high.
UL These eggs are fresh
' 2. expensive; high-priced
2. best; most
EXAMPLE
[ Adverb £h
EXAMPLE TEB/ULK,
FTARTS WsiFa ] H
BES_ETT, It's expensive though.
Health is the most important thing. 3. high (level); above average (in

3. game; round: bout degree, quality, etc.)

[ Noun (common) 4.loud
EXAMPLE

WsiEA

FIRZE—HBESTID.

What do you say to a game of

EXAMPLE
Hin f_:ﬁ . n
BEIBLWUEEHNLTETLE,

He was snoring loudly while he

chess?
slept.
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JLPT-N5 Vocab

»7 .
7K mizu

1. water (esp. cool, fresh water,
e.g. drinking water)

2. fluid (esp. in an animal tissue);
liquid
EXAMPLE

T AELWV

KISEAETH S,
Water is a liquid.

3. flood; floodwaters

EXAMPLE

(=49 BBH7T ht
BlERKTRENTE,
The bridge was carried away by the

flood.

4.water offered to wrestlers just
prior to a bout

Kumadex, kumalearn.com — Version 6

Rig eigo
[ Common_  Genki Ch. 1 )l Noun (common)
{0-adj.]

1. English (language)

23

LDOEA

BRY shitsumon
(common )L 11PT N5 R Genki ch. 11 ) Noun (common) ]

Noun/participle taking aux. verb 33 m

1. question; inquiry; enquiry

EXAMPLE

Lo%EA

EAY=1i5)

It's a good question.

Ef tokoro
[Common ) PT N5 N Noun (common) J Sutfix

1.

place; spot; scene; site
EXAMPLE

ERISFRBSIEE T,
What kind of places do you like?

2.address

3. district; area; locality

[ Written w/ kanji only

4.one's house

5. point; aspect; side; facet

EXAMPLE

LelLA Wk &23 &

ZTOEHREBESMICH>TH S,

The pictures are pasted on all sides.

u Kuma Learn
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About the Author

Hi, I’'m Mario! I speak three languages (English, German, Japanese) and
make software for a living.

Thanks for reading this mini-eBook. I started the Kumadex project for
those who want to explore a visual approach to learning Japanese.

Your feedback and support is greatly appreciated, and will help shape
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If you enjoyed this mini-eBook and want get updates about new learning
resources, subscribe to the newsletter! www.kumalearn.com/newsletter.
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